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Daslne Conference – Wednesday, 23rd May – Great North Museum – Summary of Evaluation Forms
62 Evaluation Forms were received.  We organized the conference around workshops, as these had been greatly valued at the 2009 conference.  Responses were very positive, with 92% finding the content relevant (more than half saying it was excellent). Mostly participants were enthusiastic about the focus on research, though some parents would have liked more practical advice.
	
	Excellent
	Good
	Acceptable
	Below Average
	Poor
	

	Overall the Conference was
	44%
	50%
	6%
	0
	0
	Motivational speakers.

Really interesting – thoroughly enjoyed the day.

Interesting –understood more.

Great to hear about the research in the North-East

	Venue Facilities
	49%
	31%
	19%
	1%
	0
	Fab.

Lot of background noise in workshops

Echoing.

	Catering
	34%
	42%
	22%
	2%
	0
	Lovely food!!

Very good.

Long coffee break queue.

	Booking Administration
	74%
	16%
	9%
	1%


	0
	Well organized.

Swift response.

Got a cancellation the day before!!

	Organisation at the Conference
	68%
	29%
	3%
	0
	0
	Helpful and knowledgeable.

Organised well.

	How relevant was the content
	52%
	40%
	7%
	1%
	
	Very informative.

It made me want to assist in conducting research.

A good range of workshops.
More for me professionally due to the research – parent-wise I would have liked some “answers”.


General Comments

Over all the Conference was
Everything was perfect

It was very interesting and understanding of autism ( Excellent!!).

I thought the Conference content was fantastic and it will be interesting to hear the results of projects in motion.

Sleep talk very good.  Feeding Questionnaire interesting.

Some of the workshops left us asking more questions than answering them.

Bit too academic!

More speakers would be useful

It is good that there is all this research, but need more advice.

Dr Gringras presentation was excellent and very interesting re “GASP” to consider during ASD diagnostic assessment.  All overviews of workshops well presented.  One of the workshops (morning session) was difficult to hear due to other group in the room.

Venue Facilities

Not many toilets

Beautiful building but difficult to hear in groups.

Echoing

Nice big light rooms – but it didn’t work in buffet room.  I couldn’t hear anything in our group over noise of other group and tables being set up – bit disappointed.

Very noisy in room with catering

Chairs uncomfortable

Delay in getting drinks.

Lovely venue but workshop arrangements not successful for hearing your group due to table arrangements

Good apart from parking.

Room could be loud, listening to workshops leaders could be difficult.

Catering
Quality good but access difficult

More coffee points to speed service

Morning refreshments poor – lunch good.

Long queues – better to have several collection points.

Organisation at the conference

Clear and simple.

How relevant to you was the content of the conference

For a parent – everything is relevant.

Food for thought.
What should we include in future Daslne Conferences?

How do we educate mainstream schools, get them to listen?

If possible more workshops/talks on strategies that have been proven to help children with ASD.

Real life examples that could be taken away as a practical strategy.
Would like to hear outcomes from the research that was talked about today.
Would also like to hear about the good and best practice that we have in the north-east.
Parent speaker.
I feel the conference was very good to raise awareness of current issues in ASD.  Workshops could have had more information on strategies to help with children who have ASD.

ASD information very good but would like to know how to implement strategies in schools to support ASD children.
Follow through of the research to interventions – it doesn’t have to be spectacularly successful but it would be useful to see impact.
Anxiety, sleep problems, anger issues.  Pre-occupations - support available for parents.
Would like to see more longitudinal studies involving the children and parents, into adulthood.

A time when parent can talk in general about how they are coping.
Anxiety management – CBT.
ASD and associated problems (ADHD, Tourettes, etc) – how do they compound on each other, genetic links, combined treatment?
More opportunities for workshop leaders to provide strategies 
Please have some consideration when preparing slides for those of us who are colour-blind.

Multi-agency working and its impact.
Outcomes/strategies to support parents following completion of research initiatives.

More work on sensory issues.
Gender Identity and Autism.
Sexuality and Relationships.
Pervasive Demand Avoidance.
A list of local support groups, contacts.
